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With God nothing is impossible: Transformation – Now! 

 

 
Thoughts from your President, Maxine  
It’s always lovely to share good news and I’m sure you would all like to 
join me in sending warm congratulations to our very own Diocesan 
Chaplain, the Very Reverend Rod Reid, on his appointment as an 

Honorary Canon at a service at Chelmsford Cathedral in April – you can 
just see him peeping out from behind Bishop Roger in the photo.  

 

It was a privilege to represent Chelmsford at 
the special RISE UP service along with 

members from Wickford and Runwell, Bentley Common and 
Woodford Wells as well as Secretary Kathryn and Treasurer Tricia in 
the chapel at MSH and our Rev Rod preached about a key quality for 

RISE UP – listening well.  You can watch a recording of the service 
on the MU Facebook page at  

https://www.facebook.com/MothersUnion/?locale=en_GB  
 

Six members of the Trustee Board had a very rewarding study group using the Metamorphosis 

Bite-size course at the beginning of May which helped us to focus on some of the issues facing 
MU in general and CDMU in particular and how to get closer to God and our communities. We 
are now keen to pass this on. If you would like one of us to come and speak to your branch 

and lead one session for you, please contact Secretary Kathryn. When the new Diocesan 
Directory comes out, this will be included in the speakers list for you to book direct. 
 

I hope you were able to join in with “Thy Kingdom Come” and spend 11 days learning new 

ways to pray and calling “Come Holy Spirit” for your five friends. Well done if you took it that 
one step further and invited one person to an MU event.  
 

Some of you will have been affected by the diocesan changes and moved to different Episcopal 
areas. We have no plans to change our arrangements for the time being and you will be pleased 

to hear that VP Rose will continue as vice president for Harlow and Epping and Ongar Deaneries. 
 

More good news is that summer is almost upon us and we can hopefully look forward to some 
warmer weather and lots of events coming up. Firstly, there is the first of our Spring/Summer 
Members’ Meetings on Weds 5th June in The Chapter House from 7pm.The reps’ reports 

have all gone out in advance, so there will be more time to focus on our activities. So, do come 
along and find out more about the RISE UP awards and how to achieve them if you haven’t got 

started yet or how to claim them, if you have. Congratulations to all branches who have 
received their Bronze Awards to be announced at the Members’ Meeting. We will be welcoming 

Emily Brailsford, MSH Domestic Abuse Manager, to help and inspire us. You will be able to have 
a look at our new Branch Pack “Guidance, information and ideas to keep your branch brilliant 
– everything your branch ever wanted to know, but was afraid to ask”! before taking it back to 

your branches and putting it to good use. Then there’s this summer’s President’s Challenge to 
find out about and how the trustees can help you with that. Not only all of that, but there will 

also be the opportunity for you to set my summer challenge for me – come prepared with some 
ideas… 
 

It's our slot in “The Wave of Prayer” from 18th to 20th June, so plan that into your programs 
or join us on Facebook. Lucy Bubb will be taking her turn on the Central MU Facebook Midday 

Prayers on June 19th, so join her if you can. Prayer resources for our time in the Wave of 
Prayer (18th-20th June) are included in our Spring edition of Roundabout which some of you 
may already have received or you can collect it at the Members’ Meeting. Lucy would like to 

pass on her thanks to all members who sent her prayers for May next year. 
 

Then there is the Provincial Gathering on Saturday 22nd June in Oxford when you can 
spend some time in worship and fellowship with members from all over Canterbury Province.  

Each cluster of dioceses (we are in the SE Cluster) will have a 25-minute slot to tell everyone 
else something about themselves and we are showcasing novel projects in our dioceses. I will  
be talking about English for Women, but two of the others include “Grandparents’ Day” and 

“The Ministry of Cake”… Come and cheer me on! 
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We’ll be back in the Chapter House for Mary Sumner Day on 9th August which will be another 
opportunity to share worship and fellowship and have a bit of fun too. So, in this triennium, we 

will have had Mary Sumner Day in each of our Episcopal areas. That has been a privilege.  

With love Maxine x  

  
 

 

 
 

Members Meeting – 5th June 
at 7pm, service at 7:30pm  
Please contact the diocesan secretary in advance of the meeting if you require any certificates 

or badges. There will also be a selection of MUe stock on sale. Join us on Zoom, if you can’t 
make it in person. 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88631341276?pwd=qZkLaU77bb3J8xI5ccrp7YMNETe0Cu.1 
Meeting ID: 886 3134 1276  Passcode: 137898 
 

Elections of Trustees  
The diocese is currently seeking nominations from members to serve as elected Trustees on 
our Trustees Board for the period 2025-2027. Nomination forms for elected trustee positions 
are being circulated to all branches and to diocesan members following our June Members 

meeting. Nominations should be returned to the diocesan secretary by 31st July 2024.  
 

Clewer Initiative  
The Clewer Initiative has teamed up with the Modern Slavery and Organised Immigration Crime 

programme to co-produce a new training course and poster set to equip churches, parish 
safeguarding officers, chaplaincies and church members to recognise and respond to modern 
slavery in the care sector. Find out more at www.theclewerinitiative.org/blog/new-care-sector-resource  
 

News from Mary Sumner House  
For regular updates on central MU work, sign up to the central e-newsletter on this link: 

https://mothersuniononline.org/p/1I8Y-G0K/sign-up-to-the-mothers-union-mailing-list 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

                          King Charles III Expresses Gratitude  

            for Mothers' Union's Support 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Dates for the dairy  
• 5th June (evening) - Spring Members Meeting, Chapter House – 7pm for 7:30pm  
• 18th-20th June – Chelmsford’s time in the Wave of Prayer  

• 22nd June - Canterbury Provincial Gathering, Kings Centre Oxford. Tickets available at 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/mothers-union 

• 9th August – Mary Sumner Day - 10:30am for 11am in the Chapter House  
• 18th November - Provisional AGM and Annual Thanksgiving Service, Cathedral  

All this day, O Lord 

Let me touch as many lives as possible for thee; 

And every life I touch, do thou by thy spirit quicken, 

Whether through the word I speak, 

The prayer I breathe or the life I live. Amen 

 


